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Dr. Radhakrishnan as a Spiritualist
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ABSTRACT:

; ' N . d
The Realm of SPiritual investigation of the ancient worl

Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan and Sri Aurobondo represent the whole
world wide, '

Dr Radhakrishnay, uses the words “faith in the Lord”

definitely refers to the supreme personality of Godhead. By what logi®
does |

_ 1¢ say “Lord’ but mean the impersonal Brahman? His mord
philosophy which is spiritual and integral in nature.
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Radhakrishnan intends to apply his methodl (.) f
®Xperience in all areas of human life, specially in the empmt.:a.l ﬁeld-(;
Science, art, and ethics. According to him moral and spmtua‘l li Z
Performs it methodological function. Human beings by naHIlSl::ll;y
tways struggling in life for the realization of supreme values mlth., -
4 Goodness, For the development of value oriented personality

. ' )
alueg are essential.

f integral

. r

He says “personality is not along physical r.nfm:fj:mzr
“Conomje wellbeing or sensitive conscience gl ItLld beauty
Man’s fife has no integrity. “The great self of truth, goodness an -
' Which we give the name of God as spiritual presence, 10T e
Whole being and life to devine status is the ultimate purpose and meaning

“human i
Ethical endeavour assumes that life is worth living.

- umerism are

Slow Intoday’s context where materialism a1c1ld 001:; TS
Wy rinpi ; i eavo

y SMpping modern life, this sort of ethical en - rual mind-

‘ i i withoutasp
Setis : More importance. Economic upliftment

10ng I'Lln

Intmduction :

h ‘en Dr. R ed by

:q was rul db
theg i r. Radhakrishnan was a student, India _
. . Onial ma T i asters ha
theiy 1 coloni 1 masters. The colonial m

i . oppo
®Stern civilization and did not spare any ©PP
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fun of ancient Indian civilization .For them, the ancient Indian civilization
was nothing great to take pride. Taking inspiration from colonial masters
the Christian teachers too more or less took a very critical view of
ancient Indian civilization and philosophy.

Forthem, Indian ancicnt civilisation means dark customs like

untouchability, customs like Sati, animal sacrifice to please god and
goddess,

There was a sinister design also behind this attitude of colonial
masters and Christian teachers, ‘They wanted to psychologica“y show

to the Indians that culturally and philosophically, they are infer ior 10
western civilization,

This was the experience of Dr. Radhakrishnan in early educatio?
life. His Christian teachers Jike Hogg had very low opinion about
Hinduism and ancijent Indian civilization. This made yours
Radhakrishnan resolute in hjs promise that he himself will study grea!

I'nd‘?m tc."XtS like Gita, Upanishad ete. and will then rectify the wron®
'mpression of western world towards his religion

This became 5 lifelong mission of Radhakrishnan since the™
¢ studied lots of Indian old great books and learnt Vedanta philosoP!Y:
11'1 later years, he became extremely successful in projecting the right
picture of Hinduism and ancient Indian philosophy to the western world-

| ¥~I|s. intfellectual sharpness as a student and wide reading habit
helped him in his mission, He became so renowned in Indian philosoph y
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that foreign universitics made him visiting professor. He was also the
first Indian vige chancellor of prestigious Benares Hindu University.

Thus childhood experience in the hands of western Christ.lan
te'flchers greatly influenced the entire personality and philosophical
Ng of Dr Radhakrishnan in his entire life.

Dr. Radhakrishnan's philosophy was based on the broader

defvc.: . i t
*finition ofeducation. He believed that education canbean instrumen
believed that the

0f s
Social, ¢conomical and cultural change. He firmly
kill, but make us

i(:zl) (l)f educ.ation is not only acquiring knowledge or's ' -

Neare Ve with others as well. He believed that educatlon.calj1 e

One 0; 10 God by enabling us to broaden our mental hon-z?tu;]ity
the unique tenets of his philosophy and focus on spir .

: v between
He firmly believed that education can bring equality be

ducation
and map It can foster universal brotherhood. He wantede than
e society rather

fone hastolive with

to b
e an ] . .
acqy: ‘Strument to make people live with th

S()(:ieg k-no‘.wedge only. There is much t0 learr.l i |
% i line with universal brotherhood principle:

anenlighten Us to

d space. In that

Physical

e e ii)r: I?adhakﬁshnan believed that educati’on can
ense e duVISI-ble and intangible world be?/ond tlm.e.tualism,
ang ent: Ation gives us second birth. Without sp.lrl )

1 development of a person gets constrained-

f
ne of the focus &% 0

hig Phj], Parting mora values to students is© o
SOnh: S
°Phical tenets, Observation of nature ab
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one knowledgeable to live in society and contribute to it. Hence Dr.
Radhakrishnan put lots of emphasis on natural learning rather than
bookish type of learning. He was also a great proponent of meditation
and yoga for proper mental and physical development of students.

For women, Dr. Radhakrishnan emphasized that some
particular subjects should be introduced for them which are essential
for a smooth running of the household. Hence he believed that subjects
like cooking, home science, fine arts etc. should be available to girls:
This emphasis on subjects for a smooth running of the household was
another tenet of his philosophy.

Another notable tenet of his philosophy was somewhat 1655

emphasis on modern science and technology, compared to liberal arts
subjects. Dr. Radhakrishnan believed that liberal arts subjects and
natural observation itself will usher in modern education in science and
technology. But reality is different. Modern education needs as much
science and technology as it requires spirituality and morality- Only
spirituality and morality in education cannot guide us to take advantag®
of rapid development In science and technology in other parts of the

world. Itis beyond debate that modern science and technology h2°
made human life easy in terms of communication, disease diagnost®
and treatment, explore the electropjc world etc. Not enough focus O
modern science and technology is also one critical tenet of P*
Radhakrishnan’s philosophy.
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Relevance of Dr. Radhakrishnan’s spiritualism in modern India

Modem India is characterized more with consumerism and
Materialism rather than spiritualism. Like the rest of the world,
Materialism ang consumerism have started dominating a large part of
::;Zodem life. In this context, itis only natural to think that spiritualism

Pagated by Dr. Radhakrishnan has become less relevant.

fact, ;. Butto think that is going to be a big mistza.kfe on our pa:a.liln
With th' Ra(:lh.ak“'shnan insisted on integration of individual Perso : ty
ernbod'e Society. Society does not exist in vacuum .t 1s th? VV :i'
tpoll-rr.lerlt of all individual personalities put togetl?er. Hebe u:i ™
Society ttics should promote human welfare and happiness. Amou.ieS
n the canbe prosperous yet unhappy. The most developed 001;1;1 "
aDpin:,orld are not necessarily the happiest. Hence t0 Pf .
i 0s °S along with advancement in prosperityf each (.)n.e s -
Spir pe-Ct how he himself can be happier first. And this is WheT
mas thought and propagated by Dr. Radhakrishnan can Pla;’
Nce Par Bthical politics is only possible through demoi;ii,).’ ;1:1 t
Ather ) Radhakrishnan was a great supporter of demo: -
Radh ‘ an Confining democracy within natural bon.m aries, y
e ‘Shoan believed in world democracy. AS PET him, the WO
o Tacy based on ethics and welfare oriented politics only can

Ce .
Prosperity and happiness.

A

een different nations

~ Wi .
Wing,: . 10Ut world democracy, conflict betW e
Ney, Yy ers al happmes

1t
le -And with that there will be Jack of
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and prosperity. This was the basis of Dr. Radhakrishnan’s support for

world democracy.

Despite all his vision and belief, Dr. Radhakrishnan could not
visualize the growth of USA as a super power and hub of modern
science and technology. Nor could he foresee the demise of communism
in former USSR. Both these issues point to some sort of lack of
practicality in some aspects of his spiritualism. Nonetheless, he Was
very successful in bringing ancient Indian philosophy to the western
world and giving a respectable name in the eyes of western thinkers-
That is one of his greatest achievements. The western world has g0t
attracted to many tanents of Indian philosophy in last 100 years:
Popularity of ancient Hindu philosophical texts like Bhagvat Gita etc.
point to his success of lifelong effort to make western world realiz¢
Indian philosophy.

He was one of the most recognized and influential India”
thinkers in academic circles in the 20 century. Throughout his life and
extensive writing career, Radhakrishnan sought to define, defend; and
promulgate his religion, a religion he variously identified as Hinduism:
Vedanta, and the religion of the Spirit. He sought to demonstrate that
his Hinduism was both philosophically coherent and ethically viable-
Radhakrishnan’s concern for experience and his extensive knowledg®
of the Western philosophical and literary traditions has earned him the
reputation of being a bridge-builder beiween India and the West: He
often appears to feel at home in the Indian as well as the Weste™

philosophical contexts, and draws from both Western and Indian Sources
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throughout his writin 0. Because of this, Radhakrishnan has been held
Upin academic circles as a representative of Hinduism to the West.
His lengthy Writing career and his many published works have been

"luential in shaping the West understands of Hinduism, India,and the

East,

: As an Advaitin, Radhakrishnan embraced a metaphysical
'dea.lism_ But Radhakrishnan idealism was such thatit recognized the
;eahty_and diversity of the world of experience (prak[ti) whileat the

S time Preserving the notion of'a wholly iranscendent Absolute
(Brahma“)’ an Absolute that is identical to the self (Atman). While the

orld of ey is certainly not ultimae

Perience and of everyday things
R finitude and

:lelfy &_IS ‘it 1S subject to change and is characterized FJy .

) Uplicity, j nonetheless has its origin and support it thfe 5b590ns
(Ilirahman) Which is free from all limits, diversit},.f, and d.lstlr;tilons’
. Brahman is the source of the world and its maniies

Ut th
€Se modeg do not affect the integrity of Brahman
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