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Gender and Women's Studies is an interdisciplinary academic programme that
cxamines the cultural and social construction of gender, explores the history, experiences
and contributions of women to society, and studies the influences of gender on the lives of
women and men. It examines the gendered diversity of human experience. It uses the lens
of gender to explore stratification, colonization, power relationships and cultural stereotypes,
and it encourages a sense of empowerment through an examination of commonality and
diversity. It is an interdisciplinary field that challenges the androcentric production of knowledge
which is the privileging of male- and masculine-centered ways of understanding the world.
Feminist scholars argue that the common assumption that k.nov.vledge is produced by rational,
impartial (male) scientists often obscures the ways that SCle.ntlStS create .knowledge through
gendered, raced, classed, and sexualized cultural perspectives. Exploring .gende.r with the
tools of different, and often multiple, disciplines, Gender and Women’s Studlfas strive to l‘felp
us better understand how knowledge and value take different forms, depen.dmg on a variety
of social variables. Although gender is a central component of every subject, the stlfdy of
gender requires attention to connections between gender, sexuality, raceaf:f;fiss, :ehglo;l,
nationality, and other social categories, and different subjects shed light on different aspects
of s ions. e .
et Cc(})g:ggl:ttijies form part of a significant shift into interdrscnph'nanty (;u acadzz::i
fields more widely, which is reflected in the iss.ue-based calls of fundmig,l botlzsi:3 :Ere .
editions of journals and the growth of interdisciplinary research fields. IGend er sﬂ:lo dological
integral part of this interdisciplinary movement tha't offers theoret(ljc(:ja an meeSSin %obal
advantages in understanding multiply constituted social worlds and a ressmtg r and%lgimate
Problems, such as the dynamics of migration, uneven global power geon;c\;: nejer inned by
change. Not only are most of the big issues in the Contempor]arytl\lvogssuzg adgressed by
social divisions including those based on sex and gender, but a Ss etu dies are distinctive
>eXual politics are often a key motor of activism and change. Gen her s diesare die o e
n their engagement with interdisciplinarity, which have developed throug i Y gfywomen’s
thought ang activism. This field of research and study c.iraws upon the tre} ition :)trends "
Studies, feminist theories and activism, rather than being merely p?r-t o :ecendisciplinafy
fashions, in a shift to interdisciplinary theory, which goes beyond multi- or frfl?:.bi issues in
aPproaches. Gender studies have grown out of the l}eed to a'd.dre'ss sc;lr.n; Zu]tural %conomic,
everyday life as well as on the global arena of international politics in Wh'c become inte gral 1o
Political ang social inequalities are played out. Gender awar_eness asd o nomics, as well
diSCiP“nary fields as diverse as history, literature, science, sociology ap ecoming Of’gender.
aS emerging as a field of studies, which goes much further than the’mamstrea f the dilemmas,
Sexual politics and gender studies have more recently engaged with some OUnion equality
Which have been presented by diversity policies, for example, European ender has been
Policies, which might be seen to have gone beyond gender or in which g
Marginalized.
It is increasingly more usual to describe the ﬁe‘l‘d of stu’dyt
&ender relations are central as “gerder studies” rather than “women’s stu

hich gender and

tow h reflects

dies”, whic




a historical, chronological shift as well as intellectual connections and the growth of empirical
research in the field. Although gender studies are relatively recent in the acadcm.y. mQS‘
work in this area builds upon the growth of the women’s movement as part of the.ldenmz
politics of the 1970s and 1980s, and the development of Women's Studies Centres In Nort
American, Australian and European countries. All these centres were characterized by
emancipatory aspirations that sought to provide robust empirical evidence and scholarly
bases for political change, in particular by putting gender, and in the 1970s and 1980s, more
specifically women onto the political agenda and into discourse. d
Gender studies have as their foundation an engagement with the sexed body an
with the interrelationship between sex and gender, which at times are inextricably entangled-
Gender has become the preferred term for referring to social difference, partly becauss
of its wider scope and remit than sex, which has been assumed to be biological an
anatomical, and to challenge the apparent limitations of biological reductionism. HOwe"eE
there is a case for the inclusion of sex and gender as part of the explanatory framewoOT
of sexual politics. Gender studies have taken over from women’s studies in the academy
for a number of reasons, not all of them liberatory. Women’s studies and feminism not
only put gender into the agenda but also offered new ways of understanding ge“der, as da
social, cultural and pf)litical process and structure through which societies are organize®
A-lthou‘gh many earlier accounts suggested a division between sex as anatomical 21
biological, and gender as the social and cultura] manifestations of sex, there arc strong

category, an explorat; i

between’sex, gelr)lde:l ::(Ill s(::f ch creates new ways of thinking about the relation®

conceptualization, which ¢ X‘.’lt}hty. ender is both ap empirical category and a th eoret.lca

as well as describing ther:ct\l?tes greater understanding of social relations and divislonz
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The Issues of Poverty and Gender Inequalit)./:
A Study of Developing Countries

Bikash Das
Assistant Professor, Department of Economics
Lakhimpur Girls’ College, North Lakhimpur

Introduction

Espect Poverty and Gender inequality are two major soci
Wope"‘a'“y in the developing countries the issues of poverty an
Wi rsening the socio-economic condition of the people. Approximately two-thirds of the
no(t)rld s populations live in poverty. These poor people are said to live in countries that are
S yet developed. These include some regions in Latin America, some parts of Asia and
) ub-Saharan Africa. Some of these countries are ess developed than others and are referred
0 as “Least Developed Countries” (World Bank, 2009). According to the World Bank, the
E{oplem of global poverty continues to be one of enormous magnitude. Of the world’s 7
Al "‘0'} people, almost half populated in Sub-Saharan Africa, some regions in Asia, central

Merica and the Caribbean live on less than $2.2 day, while 1.2 billion live on less than $1

a day (World Bank, 2009). Poverty, especially, maternal poverty affects infant mortality.
4 (World Bank,2009). In the

0 . .
6% of infants die before age | and 8% barely make it €0 267 ,
f traps — the conflict trap, the

d . .
eveloping poor countries, thepoor falls into four kinds O
ed with bad neighbours, and the trap of bad

Natural resource trap, the trap of being landlock

Bovernance in a developing poorcountry- Lack of education may exacerbate poverty.

According to the World Bank, out of those who make it to school e, 9% of boys and 14%

(L)Il;\ngs do not have access t,o elementary education (World Bank, 2009). Accorc!mg to

DNESCD ot o o i AL CE i e
ion chi i 0% of girls be

Cnrolled in sclllql(l)gfl;;:’zsgl; (t)l?;sioé?rglsaﬁs’ein Sub—gahara Africa (SSA), South and West

Africa, the Arab region and North Africa (UNESCO;, 2000).
Objectives:
The major objectives of this paper are
1. Toexamine the issues of poverty an
2. To discuss various dimensions of poverty 2
developing countries.

3. To study the policiesregardin

Lic less developed countries.

iterature Review: .

ine There are vario‘l:lseperceptions and sigﬂiﬁca"tfjiﬁere"ces. " hov;']P(;verty andfender
N Quality are perceived and measured. The perception Qetennmes.w ich approaches ar’e
PPropriate to use to address gender poverty in developing countr'les.‘The World Be.m.k s
0eﬁnition of Absolute Poverty and Relative poverty and its categorization of people living
Nless than §1 25 or less than U.S.$2.00 per day (average povefty) make
(extreme poverty) 009). Linking poverty to economic Causes,

the § .
he International poverty line (World Bank, 2
terdisciplinary Approaches and Perspectives @

al problems across the World.
rty and Gender inequality are

as follows: ) .
d gender inequality in developing countries.

nd gender inequality in the

g the issues of poverty and gender inequality in
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the World Bank prescribes various w
measurement. Researchers on the issu

. . - nd its
ays to look at poverty, its eradlcatlon,sagender

e have written about various ways to addres
poverty and inequality based on

. : diverse
fferent perspectives which are based on

measurements (Morazes&Pintak, 2007; Watkins, 2005).

Definition of Poverty:

per day. (Those living
poor.”) This Number jg
income alope,
What is o Developing Country:
Developing countries 5
g?d“"tt(Gle ) Per capita ang rely heavily op agriculture as the primary industry- 0
m:tfrsi 0 r]elgllons of the, world, developing “Ountries have not quite reached ccun
generaﬁ}’/ Z:ﬁ?“;ghtothere > 8 Wide array of different definitions. Adeveloping €
acert: ;
around where ¢, dr. o degree by its econ

te

h deb?

awthey omic output. There has been m]l: (i;s evide

by the lack of a univerzallng b;t\?en adeveloped and developing country, whic s fof
e, €lnition,

d1§t1ngu1sh1ng between developeq andg €xamp]

using such terms j

jon
€, the United Nations has con‘/;:::topp

in favour o ¢ developing Countries, and the World Bank omy and

o5 ro low?mcome economy, lower-middle-income €con a more
concrete meghon fational income (GNI) per capita. World Bank l:ﬁ:n ’.35
:: ozf(: : 3:8 10_W~inco s economies,ybc;;i:t[r:is wntl} a per capita income ,Of(I[T\fISF) deﬁnitlorl:

. ou Considere tpe mest ¢o ematlonalMonetary Fund's
d1versnﬁcation

0
. > e, €XP
, and the g Mprehensive Measure. It considers per capita incom®
. N Integratiop, j

0o the global financial system.

, ion rather
ary value of a person’s consumption

stic
S domeS™
T€ Countries with, €Conomies that have a low gross nit

pomic

. the
. ln t
o dest anq most pervasive form Ofinegl'lahtu}; pal
m hOusehold X ,deva}lues their Work, make women’s position ] Ortaf_'t
Progress to chy L he nationg; and e some iMPY" .
e oge this i n ) d globa] levels.Despite
equality with men , ang Years, ip p

. con®

' : re c0untry women have ach'evedesPe ally

in the developip Untrieg gt Still more likely than men to live in poverty. P> the

developed countr; ¢de €e of 8ender in oL inc ompa[‘lson they
24%1 e rOSsthe worq =Quality is higher in lobally: g

cam ©55 than mep and at ¢, Ten are i the lowest-paid work. G et

gap- 700 million yq, ° tc

0
Nirate of L. arsto€ ey
i °n i Progr 170 ye th
are less likely to have ¢ In deve Oping regi, gress, it will take e

e
' s are in the informal economy - W ot Oftef;
not paid enough tg o €ape pove Dtracts, legal rights or social protection, an carioud
forms of work. Womep g tleast pgy:. . Million are i the most insecure and P*”_;n
housework, as men - g ast t

ildcar® ¢
bs work Climes ) t'(:ess Uh unpaiq care work, such as ?glisor : 1‘1;5
s work e : :
value of t ‘; ai daaChd ar is Sstimateq Much, often o top of their pal r 62
than men when paid and yy, work ;

, nge
S Coun, d -8 trillion. Women work lo

/ ¢ Ogether,
@ Gender and Womep: Studieg

. Fent 1. ‘ves
nterdlscnplmary Approaches and Perspect"’e

.fl‘
4

nd Inequality: involvement
i i der Poverty an iers to female involver
Economic Dnmensmf"s Ofl(i;e:es of work, there afe;a.m:fdt%inha (2007) indicate
nd informa ison, Raju, an famil
in both formal a'butes to gender poverty. Momumber of children at home, y
in paid work whichcontri man’s age, education, and n
that factors such as a wo ’

g tudy by Morrison
d inequality. Inas taking
" (p. 9) can lead to gender pov oy a;? as housework, child care, ?n: Thus,
income and wealth” (p. ort responsibilities such 2 labour force participatio 1.5% of
and Lamana (2006)3 women ;:l:ls factors that hinder th'el;ties compared with on{y n of al.
Care of elderly or sick pe(l)]p ir involvement in care & cn:nd S’inha (2007))".M0m:(l) market
24.8"{0 of women rf%pqlrt tai tivities (Morrison, Ra?‘l;, rmal market work, mforﬁxamining
men mvolve'd in similar five types as follows: °lunteerw0rk” (P;g)’ Whe t and North
(2007 classify work into n, unpaid care work and vo nations, the Middle Eas
o subsistence production, unpEl. B4 ey &® Concerning male ! to 83% in East
Women’s involveme“t_ mwo omen are unemploye EN A region in cm}trast 1Zted ventures
Aftica (MENA) region, w entis at 37% in theMEE o rming foals of different
involvement, female involvem: be involved in fal'mulghty petween inleldu more and it
Asia; however, women tend t0(2008) argues that inequa ffects women the
. 7). Moussa .
(gtdr?c;:rsso:;ts,ﬂ.,iioagl)societies and indicate

s that PQV"%: oap petween thfa genders as a

aff d impact economic growthcfn?:so:;n’s poverty: .
pouie-Cultural Dimenslors 0can be exam.ined fl;:.octzrcl)ncepts of Hofsgi(s‘:aflce Index .
R e s analysis will e the DV he o o authority figure

Eizlgl(l?:l)sf:nl;u g:)iiltl:;: z;())r(l)s?a) introduced the ‘PDI"2

. tes 7 hies
4o — tConno hierarc! 1
inequalities = © - }ies. These 1
wer ineq d on hierarc jeties, people
L ‘PDI’ measures poW epend on] ch societies,
and s evidualism. The P’D'I I:xist in societies thatI:IDr; societies. In SU rsonal problems,
and a subordinate. Inequalities .

i 1pe ; er
: ist 1n hlgh ence ove . 1 dualism OV
i lues which exist 1t takes preced sizes individua
are based on societal valu .+ which i empha
Value a public or collective relationship ¢ other hand,

ir behavior
o n themselves and their
. cus o
S0 group norms exist instead. The IDV, !

Come’
societal goals. Ind that
) istic societies, nt to them than 2003) contends
Collective goals. In individualist1

. to
mportalt = h Hofstede ( tries tend

i e more! erish. coun

ile attitudes, values, and beliefs aralues that they chas poor developlni it may be argued
Career goals, and independence are v ere .

. ar ’ analySi . wOI’l d
®veloped countries tend to be individ |s. Based on H of the

Human
. : 0a .., in some P 0o the 2005
® COmmunal or share their COU?C“‘; ger inequahtizinref yms. Ugllzszgm%’ Cheung a;r;(:
that, societal values may explal nin%g to gender baso nities i0 3 some is impacted mand
U 0 a clash of values pertain o and work 0PP and female '2 als limits education
“Velopment Report on educatio cation, careeb dered individ¥
ang (2007) concluded thatt e(il:lt of different 867
Darticularly when unequal treatm
rk Opportunities for females. ]
International R.esPonset.ries,
In many developing coun

people

. S
. ous seCtOl'
. ce in varl
ale dominart Nations support.
gication Of O T o1 the United
eradic@t™™ " .osue

Cn
t

ap
- 4oe the gender &
to bridge the | s. The
eld das away nder issues.
omen Mt erge s of genc ade
eijing World Conference on W treaming ©! and awareness, dedicated a dec
issue. The ¢ ncept of gender mains ation .
- €Co ar
s red {ow
Tnging about reforms gea
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ted Nations, in its efforts to era Approa

of 80cie
¢€B

the
ni

:coiplint
.. rd.sclp
Gender and Women's Studies Inte

R



— from 1975 to 1985 as a period for seeking to improve the welfare of women (UN
Development Fund for Women, 2005).

Social Welfare Policy Dimensions:
Embracing gender equity and poverty policy programs in many parts of the
developing world meant that

: 8 governmental programs should be designed to address the
issues identified. In the late 1980 WOmen’s groups emerged. For example, the Korea
Women’s Movement worked with thej

eir legislature to influence policy changes (Suh, 201 ).
ip and :

d the Caribbean, S : 2 and the Pacific
and Middle East?m and North frica face SOme challeial;aran Africa, Asia
rlsl‘.lenm“m Development Goals (MDGs) .
a summltnm ;\Fetjvm\l’):rrkzogo’ b FePresentative governments of the United Nations h2d
2 a guide for policy makers . <Y, 20Pted the Millemmin, Development Goals (MDGS
confrencs mlzmbzrmzlizrs to address the identifieq MDGs by the year2015. Ata DZ;I(:;
policy. sovernments mage 5 commitment to the Education for All (B
The New Y,
seck the well-being (c));‘l:;’?mmlt on the MDGs dentified ejght goals in specific areas that
ocument (GPRS). (1 . :v :ﬁegso :)n;n:dmber Nations based o, the Poverty Reduction Strategy
(1) eradicate extrer’ne o\,/ertyul;ingum, 2011, wadigwe, 2007; Parimala, 20U
(2) achieve Universa| Primary educaltlngejr
(3) promote gender €quality apq om 1on;
4) reduce child Mortality. POWer women;
g; IMprove materng) health:
combat HIV/AIDS mal i
s ar .
8) ensure environmenty| sustlzili:::iﬁth?r diseases;
(8) develop 4 global Partnership g 1 2
P €velopment. (United Nations, 2008)-
Verty Redyct;
Inanefy ction Strate. Papey (PRSP,
. - SHOrt g address gender s):
policy guidelineg an Poverty apg

. ) cO
Nequality, and consistent with UNES

€ Genera] as
declared as the | Assembly g 1€ United Nations, the year 1996 ¥

. matj
countries promoteg Ational Year for th .

. ra elopin®
cause of poverty, the ducation for All (EFp ICation of Poverty (IYEP). Dev ¢

ro0
. re Progra i uce the

o
. €rnm : andum
school dlStrlctS,asWe“ orld Fooq Program (WFP ént also signed a memor:

: . serve
Mtroduceq EP) to feed schoo] children in under |
cost anq encourage vylpe, & famg the capj tion grang to help alleviate primary sC Jl
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