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Library Services in Provincialised
Degree Colleges of
North Lakhimpur Town of Assam

Dipankar Saikia

Librarian

Introduction:-

There are basically three types of libraries in our society depending on the nature
and status of clientele, areas covered and range of service provided etc., viz academic
library, public library and special library. Academic Library is regarded as the heart of
any educational institution. The ultimate end of all libraries is to provide better services
and resources to the users so that they can utilise for the development of the society. It
is generally found that due to the lack of financial support from the concerned authority,
lack of interest of the government or lack of interest of the library staff sometimes the
users are to deprive from the library resources and services. It is essential to note here
that depending upon the needs of various users groups, mode of service library can be
categorized in different types- namely Academic library, public library, special library.
Academic library may be school library, college library and university library. The study
will be based on the present status of services provided by college libraries and how far
they satisfy the users need in the degree college libraries in North Lakhimpur Town. In
case of library human resource means that library staffs that is professionally qualified.
On the other hand in library there is non-human resource which means the library
materials whether it may be printed or electronic media. College library plays a
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supplementary role to fulfil the student’s syllabus
curriculum. Therefore the collection of the college
library should be strong according to the academic
needs of the students. But in real scenario, it is
observed that most of the college libraries are not able
to provide all the required documents to the students
as per their needs due to lack of financial support of the
concerned authority and unavailability of publication.

History of Higher education in Lakhimpur
District:-

The history of general collegiate education in
Lakhimpur is very recent and original. It was only in
1952 the first college of the district was established at
Lakhimpur namely North Lakhimpur College. This is
premier autonomous College of present Lakhimpur
District and established through public donation in 1952.
It offers facilities for study in Arts and science up to
degree standard. Although, recently post graduate
courses in various subjects has been started in North
Lakhimpur College. North Bank College was
established in 1961 at Ghilamara. Madhavdev College
was established in 1964 at Narayanpur. Now it has
been converted to University. Dhakuakhana College
was established in 1966. Lakhimpur Commerce
College is a commerce and Arts college upto the
Degree standard was established in 1972. Lakhimpur
Girls’ College was established in 1972, it provides
Arts and Science stream up to the Degree standard
and master degree of home science has been started
since 2015.Bihpuria College was established in 1973.
L.T.K College was established in 1977. Sankardev
College was established in 1982. The existing
facilities for higher education in the Lakhimpur Dis-
trict are as follows:-

.’ & =, ..

1. B. EdA/PGT/DIET Colleges — 4 (four)

2. Provincialised Degree Colleges (Permanent
Affiliation) — 19 (nineteen)

3. Autonomous Degree College- 1(one)

4. University- 1(one)

5. Law College — 1(One)

6. Normal School — 1 (One).

In Lakhimpur District there are more than 19
Degree Colleges. Among these colleges North
Lakhimpur College (Autonomous), Lakhimpur Girls’
College and Lakhimpur Commerce College are set up
in the North Lakhimpur Town of the Lakhimpur
District. Short descriptions of these colleges are given
in the following section:-

North Lakhimpur College :-
North Lakhimpur College (Autonomous),

established in 1952, has successfully carved its niche
in the arena of higher education in Assam. The
University Grants Commission has also conferred the
status of College with Potential for Excellence (CPE)
to the college in 2010 for a period of 5 years, further
extended up to 2019. North Lakhimpur College has

@ o A e A [ o @




proved to have the strategy to percolate the positive
outcome of the innovations in teaching with an
interdisciplinary approach. The gradual reform has
made the college holistically efficient and credible both
at the academic and administrative level. The college
has a main campus with a total area of 25 acres of
land with compound wall all around and good
infrastructure facilities for academic, administrative
and co-curricular activities which include, adequate
number of classrooms, well-equipped laboratories,
library and reading room, administrative block,
botanical garden, playground, gymnasium hall, canteen
and parking facilities. The Arts Building is being
extended to meet the demands of the students. The
college library and computer facilities are easily
accessible to students and faculty members. The
college library has adequate space with a reading room
facility for students and faculty, an issue counter, stack
room and bound volume room. Facilities like touch
screen computer, visual book display presenter,
photocopier, scanner etc are available in the library. A
retail outlet selling student related materials and books
are also functional. The college playground has been
given a face lift and an indoor stadium is there in place
for sportsmen.

Lakhimpur Commerce College :-
Lakhimpur Commerce College was established

in 1972 with an aim of creating a district entity in
commerce education in the whole north bank of the
Brahmaputra. The college offers courses at college in
commerce and arts streams. The UGC approved
introduction of vocational courses at the college in
three subjects viz computer application office
Management and secretarial practice and Tex
procedure and practice. The Dibrugarh University
allowed permission for running a contact centre of
District education with three subjects viz. Commerce,
Economics and Assamese.

IGNOU has established a study centre NO. 0413
at the college with as many as 42 programs leading to
Master of Business Administration. Lakhimpur
Commerce College is committed to students
belonging to all caste, create, religion and culture.
Lakhimpur Commerce College was established on 4™
September, 1972 with the objective of imparting value
education to provide universal access to quality
education. The college is the precursor in imparting
commerce education in the District of Lakhimpur,
Assam and the Arts Stream was introduced in the year

1993. The college is permanently affiliated to
Dibrugarh University, Assam. The college has two
campuses - the main campus located in the heart of
town and the second campus at Chukulibhoria with an
area of approximately 25 bighas. The college provides
various certificates, diploma, degree and post
graduate courses through various distance modes like
The Directorate of Distance and Open Learning, Indira
Gandhi National Open University and Krishna Kanta
Handique Sate Open University.

Lakhimpur Girls’ College :-
Lakhimpur Girls’ College, established with

Pre-University classes on 16th August, 1972, was
the lone and foremost seat of higher education for
women on the entire north bank of the mighty
Brahmaputra. The college inaugurated on 16th Au-
gust 1972, was named as North Lakhimpur Girls’
College. Its first Principal was Ms. Punya Hazarika
and first Vice-Principal, Mrs. Hellena Begum. The
permanent affiliation for the Arts Stream was ac-
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corded on 7th March 1984. The College was brought
under the Deficit System of Grant in Aid of Govt. of
Assam w.e.f. 01.09.1979 with the Arts stream only.
The Science stream introduced w.e.f. 1990-1991 was
brought under the Deficit  System of GIA w.e.f.
March 1998. General degree courses in Science were
introduced w.e.f. 1992-93 and major courses w.e.f.
1998-1999. The N.C.C. & N.S.S. were introduced
in the College in 1977. The college shifted to its own
building in the present and permanent site on
08.12.1984.

The Silver Jubilee of the College was celebrated
with a three days programme concluding on 20-22,
November 1997.

The master of Home Science has been
ongoing since 2015.The College is also planning to
introduce 4 years integrated B.Ed. course from the
session 2022-2023.

Library services in Provincialised Degree
Colleges of North Lakhimpur Town:

The basic function of a college library is to assist
its parent body to carry out its programme in order to
fulfill its obligation towards the parent body. It must
serve the needs and requirements of the students,
teachers and staff adequately towards study and
teaching.

The purpose of college library is to provide books
and journals and their instructional materials in
support of the academic programme of the college as
well as to encourage the formation of a lifelong habit
of'learning. The library is the place that can take care
of students as well as teachers in regard of their total
educational enlistment.

Basic Services provided by college library:

1. Landing services (Books issue/return)

2. Help in the location of documents

3. Help in the use of catalogue

4. Long range reference service

5. Bibliographic service

6. Current Awareness service

7. Reprographic (Xerox) service

8. Orientation of new members.

9. Display of new library materials

10. Internet services

11. Reservation of Documents

12. News paper clippings.

13.D-Space services (institutional repository digitization)

14. N.List services (e-journal, e-book searching)

15. Periodical (Journal, Magazine) display services

16. Newspaper display services

17. OPAC (online public access catalogue) services

Keeping in view the existing situation in the
college libraries of North Lakhimpur Town various
suggestion are given by the librarians of different
colleges. In spite of 70 years of independence the
college libraries are almost in a primary stage. They
are facing various difficulties out of which some may
be discussed as below.

Though we are entering into the era of “Infor-
mation age” yet the necessity to have a modern ser-
vice oriented library is not felt in our education policy.
The text book oriented examination system for which
commercial “Note books make easy” are available
easily in the market. This result in the negligence of
library by the students and they do not fill necessary
to visit library except a few for passing their
examination. This leads to unawareness of how a
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library can help them in assisting their studies.
Most of the library is functioning in a restricted way
of just issuing books and getting them back to the li-
brary.

Library budget is not adequate in view of its
needs. It’s observed that most of the library have been
facing acute financial problem. The growth of
enrolment and the lack of sufficient fund have resulted
in poor library set up. The main source of finance are
the Library fees from students . The UGC/RUSA/State
Government provides some grants to some of the
colleges and that is not regular. As we all know that

so it is a must for college library to computerize. It will
solve the staff and space problem which will help in
reducing the repetitive clerical jobs.

Conclusion:-

College Libraries of North Lakhimpur Town
facing difficult to provide proper and scientific
services. This is because of a number of constraints.
Lack of sufficient fund, lack of professionally
qualified staff, and lack of interest of college
authority.

College Libraries of North Lakhimpur Town facing
difficult to provide proper and scientific services. This
is because of a number of constraints. Lack of

sufficient fund, lack of professionally qualified staff,
and lack of interest of college authority.

library is a non-profit making organization yet is
essential for social service. Hence, adequate fund in
regular way is needed to make a service library.

The non-availability of separate library building
has added to the already deteriorating condition of
college libraries. Most of the college libraries are
housed in a hall type room. The college libraries
required several full-fledged section viz, Reference,
Rare book, periodicals, Text book and Newspaper
sections but due to lack of sufficient space it is not
properly managed or established. It is often seen that
many books are lying scattered on the floor and reader
will requires a lot of time to find out his reading mate-
rials.

With the help of computer we can retrieve any
information at any time  instantly and specifically

A library is considered as a centre of instruction.
It is seen that most of the college libraries of North
Lakhimpur Town are not able to fulfill their obligation
to the objectives of higher education. One of the most
important set back is the lack of co-operation among
the Librarians and College Authority of the colleges.
They never recognize that the libraries have taken the
responsibilities of our educational development. It’s high
time to recognize it and provide intellectual
development through its services by keeping the
channels of communication open and then the value
of college library could be understood.

(* Research Article)
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Biodiversity - A Global Issue

Nabami Bhuyan

Assistant Professor, Department of Geography

Introduction:

There is a variety of millions of distinct biological species found on earth,
and the diversity of this biological sphere is commonly referred to as biodiversity.
The various species of flora, fauna, microorganisms, the wide diversity of genes
in these species, and the divergent ecosystems on the planet, like, hot and cold
deserts; tropical, temperate, polar and equatorial forests; coral reefs, seas, oceans
and estuaries; mountain peaks, lakes, and river basins, are all part of our biologi-
cally diverse earth. Biodiversity is unevenly distributed over the earth’s sur-
face. Around the equator, in the tropics and in some other confined regions
such as in the six floristic regions like Cape Floristic Province of South Africa,
biodiversity is rich. But in areas of extreme climatic conditions like the poles,
and the dry hot deserts only a few species are found.

Almost all cultures that evolved on earth’s surface have, in some form or
other, recognized the importance that nature and its biological diversity have
ever had upon them and the necessity to nourish it. However, power, politics
and greed have always disturbed the precarious balance that exists in nature,
negatively affecting biodiversity, in turn.
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Importance of Biodiversity:

We often ask, is biodiversity actually so
important? What happens when there are not so many
species alive? Does it really matter?

The general and broad answer is that Biodiversity
stabilizes ecosystem processes and functions. It boosts
ecosystem productivity where every species,
irrespective of its size and count, has a vital role to
play. This combination of different species in
biodiversity enables the ecosystem to possess the
ability to prevent and recover from a variety of
hazards and disasters. Some of the material benefits
we avail from a healthy ecosystem are- Air and water
purification, climate, biological disease and pest
control, pollination and prevention of erosion. The
non-materials benefits include spiritual and aesthetic
values, knowledge systems and the value of
education and research. Most importantly, it is helpful
for the humankind as a greater diversity of plants and
animal species means a different variety of crops to
grow and a more significant number of species of
animals ensure that the ecosystem is sustained
naturally. That is why, even while we dominate this
planet, we still need to preserve the diversity of
wildlife.

It is estimated that a minimum of 40 per cent of
the world’s economy is sustained by biological
resources, while more than 80 per cent of the basic
needs of the poor worldwide are derived from the
same.In addition to this, the wealthier the diversity of
life on earth, the wider the opportunity for medical
inventions, economic development, and adaptive
responses to the ever-new challenges like climate
change, pandemic attacks, and poverty and
backwardness.

Biodiversity : Variety in Chilly, Corn and Parrot
Healthy biodiversity thus provides several
natural services for everyone:

1. Ecosystem services, such as—

i. Protection of air and water resources.

ii. Soil formation and protection.

iii. Nutrient storage and recycling.

iv. Pollution breakdown and absorption.

v. Contribution to climate stability.

vi. Maintenance of ecosystems.

vii. Recovery from unpredictable events.

2. Biological resources, such as—
1. Food

ii. Medicinal resources and pharmaceutical drugs
iii. Wood products

iv. Ornamental plants

v. Breeding stocks, population reservoirs

vii. Future resources

viii. Diversity in genes, species and ecosystems.

3. Socio-economic benefits, such as—
i. Education, Research, and monitoring
ii. Recreation and tourism
iii. Community adaptation and cultural ethics.

Thus, the list of services we get is quite long!
That too, for free! As we destroy ecosystems and bring
down biodiversity, we begin to lose the benefits
included in the list put above. If we try to replace (if
possible) those losses, the costs would be exorbitant,
that is extra ordinally high! For such reasons, we should
move toward sustainable economic development.
Sustainability ensures our future as it helps economic
development moving towards keeping away from the
depletion of natural resources to maintain an
ecological balance. From the viewpoint of genetic
engineering and cell biology, genetic diversity helps
prevent the chances of extinction in the wild. It also
helps to prevent and solve the problems of genetic
defects caused by inbreeding. Scientists view that
species need a variety of genes to ensure successful
survival. Without this, the chances of extinction
increase. Furthermore, as we start destroying,
reducing and isolating habitats, the chances for inter-
action from species with a large gene pool decrease.
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What is Loss or Extinction of Biodiversity?

It has been proved that human activities are
causing massive extinctions of both flora and fauna.
In addition, there is the problem of genetically
modified species created by man for his immediate
benefit. However, it is for sure that the costs
associated with deteriorating or vanishing ecosystems,
which man will be paying shortly, will be too high!

Resources are already depleting. A report shows
that vertebrate species populations have declined by
about one-third in the 47 years from 1970 to 2017. At
the same time, humanity’s Ecological Footprint—the
demand people place upon the natural world—has
increased to the point where the earth cannot keep up
with its struggle to regenerate resources.

Such situations are aggravated by the
progressively rapid, broad-spectrum global extinction
of species. Especially in the 20th century, it happened
at a rate which was a thousand times higher than the
average rate in all the previous 65 million years. This
is feared to destabilize various ecosystems, including
agricultural systems. Another survey for a new global
study concludes that more than 90 per cent of all large
fishes found in the oceans have disappeared from the
world in the past half-century. This is credited to the
devastating result of industrial fishing. According to
the most comprehensive study done so far in this field,
it is estimated that more than a million other species
will be lost forever in the coming 50 years. The most

important cause was found to be climate change. It is
only through the adoption of sustainable development
and consumption measures that would help to avert
ecological problems for a longer time.

Does Climate Change Affect Biodiversity?

In addition to natural causes, anthropogenic
activities are primarily responsible for Global
warming. This general warming of the atmosphere
carries a profound and emerging threat to biodiversity
worldwide. With the temperature rise, habitats for
many plants and animals will change, depriving them
of the homes and niches to which they have adapted.
Scientists have estimated that up to 60% of northern
latitude habitats could be affected by global warming.

An Overview of the Biodiversity of North
East India

India’s physiographic, climatic, and edaphic
conditions greatly vary all over the country. Such
variations have resulted in a great range of ecological
habitats. Lying between 22 to 30 degree N latitudes
and 89 to 97 degrees E longitude and sprawling over
an area of 2,62,379 sq.km., North-east India
represents the transition zone between the Indian,
Indo-Malayan and Indo-Chinese bio-geographic
regions which is also called as a meeting place of the
Himalayan Mountains and Peninsular India. For its
unique location on the globe, North-east India is gifted
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with a diverse range of
physiographic and eco-climatic
conditions. This region falls
under the Indo-Myanmar
biodiversity hotspot, one of the
25 global biodiversity hotspots
recognized currently. The
State of Assam is rich in
extensive flood plains, while
Sikkim stands 8586 m. tall with
the Kanchenjunga, the third
highest mountain in the world.
In the State of Meghalaya,
Cherrapunjee holds both the
records for the highest rain-
fall in asingle month (9,300 mm)
and the highest in a year
(26,461mm) in India.
Mawsynram in Meghalaya
again holds the world’s
highest average rainfall
(11,873 mm) record. The
forests resources in the
North-eastern region are
incredibly diverse in structure
and composition. They display
tropical and temperate forest
types, alpine meadows and
cold deserts. In the State of
Sikkim, the faunal
assemblages change very
rapidly from tropical to
subtropical, temperate, alpine
and finally to cold desert
forms.

After the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands and the
Western Ghats, Northeast
India forms the third region of
rich tropical forests in India,
including species-rich tropical
rain forests. In the lowlands,
the tropical semi-evergreen
and moist deciduous forests
extend south and west into the
rest of the subcontinent and
to east far into Southern
China.

Each of the eight states of the region, namely Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura, is the host of several
endemic flora and fauna.

Flora

The vegetation of the north-eastern region is fairly well known. With about
1,67,000 sq.km. area under forest, this region accounts for approximately 8000
species of angiosperms.

The highlight of the biodiversity significance of the region (Hegde 2000,
FSI, 2003) -

1. Not less than 51 different Forest types are found in the region, which are
broadly classified into six following major forest types,

Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests, Tropical Semi-Evergreen Forests, Tropical
Wet Evergreen Forests, Subtropical Forests, Temperate Forests and Alpine For-
ests.

2. Out of the total 9 important vegetation types found in India, 6 are found in
the North-Eastern region alone.

3. These forests harbour 8,000 out of 15,000 species of flowering plants.
These include

* 40 out of 54 species of gymnosperms

* 500 out of 1012 species of Pteridophytes

* 825 out of 1145 species of orchids

* 80 out of 90 species of rhododendrons

* 60 out of 110 species of bamboo

* 25 out of 56 species of canes

4. Out of 315 families of Angiosperms in India, more than 200 are present in
North-east India, and this region accounts for nearly 50% of the total number of
plant species in India as a whole.

5. According to the Indian Red data book published by the Botanical Survey
of India, out of the total number of flowering plants in the country 10 % are now
endangered. Of the 1500 endangered floral species,

800 are reported from North East India
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Fauna

North-east India supports some of the rarest, least known
and most sought—after vertebrate fauna of the entire Oriental
Region. This region is home to a great diversity of bird species.
The Kaziranga National Park in Assam supports more than 400
species of birds alone. The Himalayan state of Arunachal Pradesh,
which is still half unexplored, has a record of 665 species of birds.
North-east India is the abode of 11 species of Primates, 21 species
of carnivores, 137 species of reptiles, 64 species of amphibians and
236 species of fishes. Among the important species Hollock Gib-
bon, the only ape found in India, is endemic to this region. White-
winged wood duck, Pigmy hog, Golden langur, Nagaland Pheasant,
and Brow antlered deer are some of the species endemic to this
region alone.

Biodiversity Scenario of Lakhimpur District
Lakhimpur district is situated at a critical juncture in the global
biodiversity scenario. It falls between the two most important

the biodiversity evaluation in the Lakhimpur
district and is more critical for devising a
strategy for conservation of utilization for
the benefit of the present and the future.
Despite the tremendous potentiality, a
few works on biodiversity status have been
carried out in this region. Therefore, less
information is available about this region.
At present, some scientific projects are
going on in this area. The prominent projects
are carried out by some NGOs like WWF,
WTIL, Aranyak and Institutions like Gauhati
University, Dibrugarh University, Wildlife
Institute of India etc. I hope the
investigations will bring out the entire
biodiversity scenario of this region.
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biodiversity hotspots which
are very much relevant to the
North-East region of India,
the “Himalayan hot spot “and
the “Indo-Burma hot spot”
(Nature Jn)

The administrative
district of Lakhimpur is an
excellent example of a
geographical site which is in
the southernmost part of the
“Himalayan hot spot” on one

side and the northern-most P =a
part of the “Indo Burma I
hotspot” on the other. This l iﬂ v
unique geographical location N ~

has created a vista for \
understanding the dynamics of

Map of Lakhimpur District

Figure 1. Forest map of Lakhimpur District.(Source:internet)
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Folk Festivals in Neighbouring
Arunachal Pradesh

Dr. H. M. Abdus Shahid
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography

A folk society is a small, isolated, cohesive, conservative, nearly self-
sufficient group that is homogenous in custom and race, with a strong family or
clan structure and highly developed rituals (Husain, Majid 2014).Traditions
receive prime attention wherein change becomes rare or infrequent at slower
pace. Folk life refers to totality of folk culture and society including both mate-
rial and non-material elements. Material elements are visible which include all
objects or things made and used by members of a cultural group, like tools,
utensils, house types, furniture, clothing etc. On the other hand, non-material
elements include wide range of'tales, songs, beliefs, superstitions and customs
that passes from one generation to another mostly as part of an oral or written
tradition. Folk dialects, religious beliefs are also aspects of non-material cul-
ture. Folk geography is simply the study of spatial patterns of folk life which
was coined by cultural geographer Eugene Wilhelm.

Arunachal Pradesh, a state in North East India, is enriched with diverse
folk culture. Arunachal Pradesh is the habitat of diverse ethnic tribal groups
with distinctive folk cultural identity. Modernisation has little or negligible im-
pact on inherited traditions and customs of respective ethnic groups. The dis-
tricts of Arunachal Pradesh is inhabited by different ethnic tribal groups with
different cultural identity.

1.The Monpa,
Sherdukpen, Aka or
Hurso, Khowa or Bugun,
Mijs, Nyishi and Sulungs
or Puroik mostly inhabitin 3
Tawang , East and West
Kameng Districts.

2.The Nyishi,
Apatani, Hill Miri, Tagin
and Nah are found to in-
habit in Lower Subansiri,
Upper Subansiri, Papum
Pare and Kurung Kumey
Districts.
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3.The Adi, Galo, Membas and Khambas are
spread over in East Siang, West Siang and Upper
Siang Districts.

4.The Mishimi, Khamti, Singpho, and Meyor
live in Lohit, Dibang Valley, Lower Dibang Valley
and Anjaw Districts.

5.The Nocte, Wancho, Tangsa and Lisus
mostly dwell in Changlang and Tirap Disrticts.

Folk culture of the people of Arunachal Pradesh
1s associated with beliefs, traditions, customs of each
social groups that differ from society to society. The
festivals of the tribes of Arunachal Pradesh are

indispensable part of their socio-cultural life. In fact,
festivals are the mirrors of the cultural identity of each
social groups. Each society of people of Arunachal
Pradesh celebrate a number of festivals related to
agricultural crop calendar, religious beliefs and socio-
cultural traditions which give them ample opportunity
to enjoy freely. These are the occasions for the people
to enjoy, relax, dance and dine together as community
feasts. Agriculture being the primary means of liveli-
hood, the festivals having connection with agriculture
are celebrated in a larger scale at community level
either to thank the God for the providence or to pray

Table: 1
The major festivals of Arunachal Pradesh

SI. | District Headquart | Festivals Date/ Month of

No. er Celebration

1. | Tawang Tawang Lossar Date locally fixed

2. | West Kameng Bomdila Lossar Date locally fixed
Nyetshhiden November

3. | East Kameng Seppa Nyokum 26 February
Gomkum Gompa 15 April

4. | Papum Pare Itanagar Nyokum 26 February

5. | Lower Subansiri Ziro Boori Boot 6 February
Nyokum 26 February
Dree 5 July

6. | Kurung Kumey Koloriang Nyokum 26 February
Longte Yullo April

7. | Upper Subansiri Daporijo Si- Donyi 6 January
Boori Boot 6 February
Mopin 5 April

8. | West Siang Along Mopin 5 April
Solung 1 September

9. | Upper Siang Yingkiong | Mopin 5 April
Solung 1 September

10. | East Siang Pasighat Aran 7 March
Mopin 5 April
Solung 1 September

11. | Dibang Valley Anini Reh 1 February
Solung 1 September

12. | Lower Dibang Valley | Roing Reh 1 February
Solung 1 September

13. | Lohit Tezu Shapawng Yawang 14 February
Tamladu 15 February
Sangken 14 April

14. | Anjaw Hawai Tamladu 15 February

15. | Changlang Changlang | Mol Moh 25 April
Pongth May

16. | Tirap Khnosa Oriah 16 February
Chalo Loku 25 November

Source : Directorate of Research, Dept
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for bumper harvest. The ritual part of each festival is
performed by the Priest of the community and other
arrangements for celebration of the festivals are per-
formed by the people in a community basis. The festi-
vals are celebrated by one or other tribes throughout
twelve months of the year. Arunachal Pradesh may
be regarded as ‘Paradise of Festivals’ which gives a
colourful cultural picturesque. Animal sacrifices are a
common ritual in most of festivals particularly Non-
Bodic tribes. On the other hand, the Bodic festivals
are based on religious beliefs. The festivals are firmly
blended with the socio-cultural life styles of groups of
people of Arunachal Pradesh. They celebrate the fes-
tivals in traditional manner without allowing the waves
of change of modernity to cause minor disturbance at
all. (See Table-1)

In celebration of all these festivals, the religious
part and sacrifices are generally performed by their
priests assisted by some selected male members. The
women do not take part in the religious aspects of the
festival but they play significant role in other affairs
like preparation of feast including locally made drinks,
singing, dancing etc.

The Nyishi tribe, one of the largest tribe, celebrate
Nyokum festival with greater enthusiasm. The festi-
val is full of joy with singing, dancing and rituals to
have a good cultivation. The festival has a close link
with cultivation. The Nyokum goddess, the goddess
of prosperity is invoked for her blessings so that there
may be more and more production of food grains in
next harvesting season and to ward off famine and
draught. Boori Boot is similar type of festival celebrated
by the Nyishi tribe. The Apatani tribe mostly inhabit-

ing Lower Subansiri District celebrate Dree festival
which is an agricultural festival expecting for good
production. The Apatanis are known for their sustain-
able wet rice agricultural practices and the agricul-
tural cycles govern their daily lives. This festival in-
cludes grand rituals and traditions. Some of the clans
of Nyishi tribe, like Dodum clan, celebrate Longte Yullo
is celebrated with traditional gaiety and devoutness on
the onset of spring season in the month of April.

The Lossar festival of Monpas which is also their
new year festival is celebrated for five days. The
dust and dirt of past year symbolising ill health and
bad elements are thrown away by cleaning the house
on the eve of the festival. During five days of cel-
ebration the villagers offer prayer to the Almighty
for prosperity and good health, visit each other house
to wish happy new year, hoist religious flags at the
top of their houses and lit butter lamps in houses for
welfare. The Losar festival provides a new vigour
and zeal to the Monpa. The community work together
with greater enthusiasm and faith after celebration
of the festival.

The Idu Mishimi celebrate Reh festival with
greater enthusiasm which is celebrated for six days.
The festival comes to an end after great fanfare. Ap-
peasement of the deities responsible for peace and
prosperity is the idea behind celebrating Reh festival.

The Wancho celebrate their most popular festi-
val Oriah during March- April for a period of six to
twelve days by worshiping, singing and dancing. Dur-
ing the festival days rice beer made bamboo tubes are
exchanged between villagers as a mark of greetings
and goodwill.




The Digaru and Miju Mishimi celebrate
Tamaldo festival where the God of Earth
and God of Water are worshipped for pro-
tection against natural calamities. The su-
preme God Jebmalu is worshipped for sound
prosperity and welfare of human being,
standing crops and domestic animals. Dur-
ing the festival, the people welcome the new
year by performing a dance with unbounded
jubilation. The village priest regard the God
Sun as the creator.

The Mijis celebrate the Khan festival
as mark of reunion of the community who
live scatteraled in far flung villages. Besides,
their usual prayer, singing, dancing and eat-
ing, the significance of the festival is tying
by a piece of wool around everyone’s’ neck
by the village priest. The inherent belief is
that the enchanted thread will bring good
luck to every one of the community. The
festival also reminds them of united strength
to face life with courage and hope for bet-
ter way of life.

The Sangken festival of the Khamti and
Singphos is an occasion to give bath to the
images of Lord Budha ceremoniously. It is
also a new year festival. Sprinkling of wa-
ter on each other with great fun and merri-
ment is a significant event of the celebra-
tion of Sangken festival. Tamaldu festival
is celebrated in Lohit District on 15 of Feb-
ruary each year.

The Mopin festival of
Galo community is celebrated
for showering of wealth and
prosperity as well as for good
health and universal happiness.
The five days long Mopin fes-
tival begins with smearing of
rice powder on each other’s
face. Solung is the most popu-
lar festival of the Adi tribe
which is celebrated on 1% Sep-
tember every year. Though pri-
marily an agro-based festival,
it also reflects the socio-reli-
gious culture of the people.

The Mol Moh festival of
Tangsa is celebrated for three
day to welcome the new year.

One of the specialities tying of a small piece of rope around the
wrist of the nephews by maternal uncles signifying good omen.
It is treated as a very sacred ones.

Thus various festivals are celebrated by different communi-
ties of Arunachal Pradesh with great enthusiasm. Although, there
are differences in celebrating the festivals, but underlying ideas
of all the festivals are almost same enjoyment, merry making,
feasting, and dancing appeasement and propitiation of God and
Goddess of wealth, prosperity, good health and happiness.

SUGGESTED FURTHER READINGS

1. Hausain, Majid (2014 Reprint) : Cultural Geography, Anmol
Publications Pvt Ltd, New Delhi — 1100002, p 56-87.

2. Tada, Tage (2010) : Research Bulletin, Directorate of Re-
search, Dept. of Cultural Affairs, Arunacha Pradesh, p 35 -40
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Russia-Ukraine War

Its Impact on the World Economy

Sumpi Dutta

It is recently a controversial topic- the Russia and Ukraine war that shook
the whole world. The war begans at the start of the year, 2022. Due to some
political issues, the presidents of both Russia and Ukraine Vladimir Putin and
Volodymyr Zelenskyy created a major issue between themselves.

The war between these European countries is still going on and it has no
sign of coming to an end. Many strong and powerful countries are not much in
support of Russia though Russia has been seeking help for a long time.

This issue brings a major impact on the world economy. As we can see,
the economy of Russia got shrink by 35% in DGP and the economy of Ukraine
got shrink by almost 8.5% GDP. Nowadays, the prices of almost cheap goods
and products are rising higher and higher day by day. The price hike in prtrol
created hazardous conditions among the people. Price hike can also be seen in
some of our day to day edible from vegetables to small packet foods.

If the war goes on for a longer time, there may be scarcity in oil. Oil
products which are eatable are mostly imported from Russia. Due to the ongo-
ing war, the export-import business from these European countries will be prob-
lematic. Not only in India, but other European and Asian countries are facing
more problem as their economy is greatly impacted by the war.

The world economy is being badly impacted by this Russia-Ukraine issue.
It can be said that there are almost experiencing World War III. Poor people
are suffering more. Peace may come to the lives of these people and both this
countries should pave a way to create understanding between them.
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Bwisagu of Bodos

Sumitra Goyari

Swithw Dana thangbai...

Mandar bibarabw geolang bai

Duo khouoni Gwdivi denkhw
Dongphang Laiphagni gwrlwi bilaibw
Boraibai Honwi boraibai

Deglaini Rongjali Bwisagukhou...

Bwisagu is one of the most important festival observed by Boro
community. It is celebrated in the month of mid April or month of Bwisakh.
The term Bwisagu consist of two syallable Bwisw means age and agu means
starting or start.

According to Boro people, The first seven days of the Bwisakh month
(mid of April) plays a significant role in their life. Each day is associated with




different creature. The
first day is for
‘Mwshou’ (the cow or
cattle). On this day,
cows are taken to bath
in the river. The second
day is for Mansi (men),
on this day people
worship their God and
ancestors. The third
day is for swima (dog),
fourth day is for Oma
(pig) fifth day for dao
(birds) and sixth for
ducks and other
creatures. The seventh
day is for receiving - 1 : -
relatives and friends. Bwisagu for ‘Mwshou’ (Cow or cattle). On this day, the cattles are decorated
And finally it concludes with black pastures. It is prepared by the black ashes and musturd oil. This
by giving farewell to  pasture is applied on the body by using the gours head or bamboo stick. Vegetables
Bwisagu in a social like bitter gourd, gourd tumeric, brinjal are cut into pieces and carried to the
place. river. The cattles are marched towards the river side to make them both. The

The last day of  cattle owners beat them softly with ‘Bangringkhab’ (Diglilofi), Thamph wikharb
shwithw (Chaitra) (Makhiloti) Raidwg (Bet) and throws pieces of gourds, tumeric etc. and sings a
month is observed as  song praising them.

L /!
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The second day is observed as Mansi
(men) bwisagu. The day starts with
enlighting an eastern lamp near Bathou
Bwrai (God) and worshipping their
ancestors. Beside that every individual
kneels down near their seniors seeking
blessings from them. Everyone exchange
their love and affection by giving Aronnai
and gifts to one another. Then household
receives their visiting relatives friends etc
warm heartly.

As the time passes, people gathers
around to dance and sing in everyone’s
house. Everyone puts on beautiful attires.
Men wear Gamsha and Aronnai and play
on the Siphung (flute), Kham (drum), Serja
(violin) and Jotha (Cymbals) on the other
hand womens wear Dokhona Regeregang
Fasra, they used Gangana, Jabsring and
dancing in the tune of Kham, siphung and
serja.

In the last of Bwisakh month people
arrange Bwisagu bidai phwrbw (Farewell
of Bwisagu) and gave good wishes for the
year.
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Srimanta Sankardeva and
Satras of Assam

Geetarthi Saikia

Srimanta Sankardeva is a great religious leader for Assamese culture.
Srimanta Sankardeva was a 15" 16" century Assamese polymath, a saint
scholar poet, playwright, dancer,actor, musician and socio-religious reformer.

He is widely credited with building on past cultural relics and devising
new forms of music (Borgeet), theatrical performance (Ankia Naat, Bhaona),
dance (Sattriya), literary language (Brajawali).

Satra was founded by Simanta Sankardeva. The Satras were an institute
of the Neo-Vaishnavite Movement by Sankardeva. The word 'Satra' origi-
nates from 'Satapath Brahman' and others Vedas. It was a system of medita-
tion. But in the period of Neo-Vaishnavite Movement Satra is a fully Devo-
tional Institute. The first Satra was set up by Simanta Sankardeva, Madhabdeva
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and Damodardeva and they gave a definite shape to
the structural and organizational aspects of this insti-
tution. The 'Satra' word basically means by two words
‘Sat’ and ‘Tra’ which means 'Truth' and 'relief

Origin and development of Satra : The origin
of the satras is the term from ‘Rig Veda’ and Satapath
Brahman in Assam. The Satra institution is associated
and merged in the Socio-cultural structure of the soci-
ety. At first Satras developed at Bordowa and Barpeta.
After that it is developed mainly at Majuli and other
side of Assam.

Structure of Satra : The structural pattern of a
Satra is marked by the existence of a Namghar; a
Manikut, Karapat and two to four rows of hatis.

Namghar : Namghar is also
called Kirtanghar. It is the large
prayer hall. The main activities of the
Satra are performed in Namghar.
Sankardeva established the first
Namghar at Bordewa in Nagaon dis-
trict.

According to Charitputhi at the
carly stage, namghar constructions
of Borpeta Satra’s wall were setup
with bamboo and woods.

Manikut: Manikut also known
as ‘Bhojghar’. It is an actually a
house of the jewel. Manikut is the
actual Shrine where the Guru Asana
on the idol of deity or sacred scrip-

ture is kept Manikut is also called Debagriha. Because
‘Deba’means Lord. Another word Bhajghar, the word
Bhaj means bent like the snapped branch of tree.

Batchara : Batchara is also called Karapat
Batchara is the entrance of a Satra, which is usually
marked by a small gate. The word Batchara means
two words. ‘Bat’ means Path, ‘Chara’ means small
house like gate.

Hati : Hati means rows or set of the residence
area for the monksor bhakats. The word 'Hati' is de-
rived from Sanskrit hatta, meaning a market or a fair.

Types and division of Satras : After the death
of Sankardeva; Satras were developed by four divi-
sions. At first it is divided into two sect. Mahapurushiya
and Damodariya. But it is enlarged to four division
like- Brahma Sanghati, Nika Sanghati, Purusa Sanghati
means association or organization.

Brahma Sanghati : This Sanghat created by
Damodar Deva. Brahma Sanghati represents mainly
Vedic related culture with Sankari philosophy. Brahma
Sanghati mainly depends on the ‘Deva’. The Auniati,
Dakhinpat, Garamur and Kurubahi Satra became the
richest and most influential Satras of Brahmaputra
Sanghati.

Purusa Sanghati : Purusa Sanghat founded by
Purusottam Thakur. This Sanghati believed that ‘Naam’
is the supreme power of God. Purusattom Thakur pro-
claimed that Sankardeva is the only Guru of the sect
and the other religious heads as Acharyas.

Nika Sanghati : ‘Nika’ the word means clean.
Itis also known as Nistha Sanghati. After the death of
Madhavdeva this Sanghati was started. Badala Padma
ata, Mathura Das Burha Ata and Keshabharan Ata
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considered the trio of Nika Sanghati. The always
believed the bhakat or monk. Barpeta and
Kamalabari are the Nika Sanghati Satra.

Kala Sanghati: Kala' this word derived from
‘Kaljha’ the devotees of this gave supreme impor-
tance to the ‘Guru’. According to Kala Sanghati,
Guru is like God. They belived the Gurubad. Gopal
Ata is the founder of Kala Sanghati. Mayamora
are the Kala Sanghat Satra.

Satra and Majuli : Majuli one of the world’s
largest inhabited river islands has several Satra-
vaushnavite monasteries, some dating back to the
16™ century. In 15" century the first Satra was
founded in Majuli.

Auniati Satra: Auniati Satra was founded by
Niranjan Pathakdeva, the Satra is famous for
“Paalnam” and “Apsara dances”. Also remarkable
is its extensive assortment of ancient artfacts of
Assamese old ancient artfacts, Assamese old uten-
sils, jewellery and handicrafts.

Dakhinpat Satra: Dakhinpat Satra was
founded by Banamalidev, an exponent of Raasleela,
which is now observed as one of the main festivals
of Assam. During Rasotsava severel thousand
dervotees visit these holy Satras every year.

Garamur Satra : Garamur Satra was founded
by Lakshmikanta deva. During the end of autumn,
traditional Raasleela is shown with great enthusi-
asm some ancient weapons called “Bortop” are
preserved here.

Kamalabari Satra : Kamalabari Satra was
founded by Bedulapadma Ata. It is a centre of art,
culture, literature and classical studies. The finest
boats on the island are made here. It has a branch
in Uttar Kamalabari Satra and in several states of
India and abroad.

Shamaguri Satra : Shamaguri Satra is famous
for worldwide or it’s Mask making tradition. The
best time to visit Majuli is during the Raas festival
in November.

Contribution of the Satra : Contribution of
the Satra to Assamese social evalution like Bhaona

and other cultural activities of the devotees and villagers
can be seen Satra is an institute of Assamese civilization
and it's contributions in the field of Assamese culture is so
high. Satra is like a centre of social activity, elevation of
background classes, centre of education and moral func-
tion. These type of various contributions are made by the
Satra to the Assamese society.

Conclusion : The Satra influenced on the religious,
social, cultural, educational and economic life of the
Assamese people. Satradhikar, Deka Satradhikar and other
devotees are the idol persons for the Assamese society.

The above discussion shows that Satras were the
head centre for spreading the Sankari culture and Satra.
Institution provided a new dimension to the Assamese so-
ciety through the multifarious activities which are always
by the Assamese society.

(Writer is an ex student of the College)

About Assam: Assam is situated in the North-East of India and is the largest northeastern state in terms of population
while second in terms of area. Assam covers an area of 78,438 km?2 (30,285 sq miles). The state is bordered by Bhutan and
the state of Arunachal Pradesh to the north; Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur to the east; Meghalaya, Tripura,
Mizoram, and Bangladesh to the south; and West Bengal to the west. A significant geographical aspect of Assam is that
it contains three of six physiographic divisions of India — The Northern Himalayas (Eastern Hills), The Northern Plains
(Brahmaputra plain), and Deccan Plateau (Karbi Anglong).

Collected from Internet.
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The Importance of Teachers
And Parents In Our Lives

Sorina Pagag

Importance of teachers and parents in any child’s life is of a monitor,
mentor, facilitation, guide and godfather. When parents are out to earn, chil-
dren are taken care by the teachers. Teachers are earning by taking care of
other’s children. Only difference is that teacher helps children in earning a
certificate of education, where as parents help the children to write examina-
tion well. A parent has to keep check on their children regarding their physical
activities, academic and emotions but has to maintain the healthy space too.
Teachers have to maintain the children’s education and personality of grass
root level so that whatever shall be learned today will become his personality
tomorrow. Teachers and parents are also responsible for-

e To build a relationship
with us by listening and under-
standing us and this way we
learn to tolerate and love oth-

welcome’ | ) o To let us fail and  mis-

behave and then be the
companion in our struggle so
that we develop the power
within.

e To give us freedom and
responsibility so that we learn
and become independent.

e To create an environ-
ment where we develop cre-
ativity, passion and purpose to
excel in our lives.
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e They can provide proper guidance to
students and can assist them in realizing their
dreams.

e They can prepare the student for a
bright carreer and to face challenges in life.

Inculcating certain important habits like
reading and writing from an early stage can
help us to face the competitive world. A
student studying in 12% standard is very
concerned about what major subjects to
choose for Degree among various options like
History, Geography, Anthropology, English,
Education, etc. Many students undergoing
professional courses are unsure about their
carrieer prospects. Teachers can offer good
carreer related advice to the students by
consulting with professionals and other
specialist. Parents and teachers should make
sure that students don’t get influenced by
socio-economic factors like proverty,
influence of neighbours, peers, and so on.
Working hand-in hand, teachers and parents
can be an important catalyst in carreer
development of students. Parents are the first

P _

mentor of the child and the teacher is the second. Both have an
immense contribution and responsibility in shaping child’s per-
sonality. A good parent — teacher relationship leads child to be
positive towards attending school and college.

"Tell me and I forget,

Teach me and I remember

Involve me and I learn.”

— Benjamin Franklin

COMMENT

Social Media

Social Media is a collective term for websites and applications that
focus on communication, community-based input, interaction, content
sharing and collaboration. People use Social Media to stay in touch and
interact with friends, family and various communities.

Social Media platform allow users to have conversations, share infor-
mation and create web content. There are many forms of Social Me-
dia, including blogs, micro-blogs, social networking. Social Media like
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Snapchat.

Chwrdrika Nargray
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Superstition

Lipika Roy

My aunt who visited us last Sunday spent the whole afternoon with us and
bored us with live chatter about her cat and the number of rats she had killed.
We were waiting for her to leave but were too polite to say so. At last she
realised that she must go. But just at the doorstep, she gave a huge sneeze
saying that it was a sign of bad luck. She decided to stay for another hour.
Next when she decided to leave, a black cat crossed her path at the gate and
again she said it was a bad omen and she stayed back a little longer.

Some people believe in superstition and their entire life seem to be guided
by them. Breaking of a mirror means seven years of bad luck. Over flowing of
milk is a sign of good luck.

People have believed in superstitions since time immemorial. Many people
consider number thirteen as unlucky and if thirteen is a Friday it is even worse.
Having a horse shoe in the horse brings good luck.

The ancient legend has it that when Samyukta was expecting Pritviraj
Chauhan to come and take her away, she felt her muscles twitch and
considered it as a sign of good luck.

In the modern times, believing in superstitions is a sign of backwardness
and ignorance. There is no scientific justification to support them. Only blind
belief and lack of judgement make people believe in superstition. It is
important that rational thinking must guide our beliefs.

Superstitious beliefs can cause misery it beliefs may be harmless but when
it affects our lives and hurt or harm others, it can be dangerous.
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“Book Gives A soul to the Universe using to the mind,
Flight to the imaginations and life to everything.”
-Plato
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T R A Personal Quest
ﬁ Cm For most of my life, I’ve been a quest

Wondering around who I might be,
Searching earnestly, day after day,
Desperate enough to recognize me.

In this ocean of life I seemed

Like a lurking sailor.

Trying hard to get into place with
Peace but ended up being a failure.

I’ve felt the moments of utter joy

And moments my heart couldn’t go on
But still with hope my heart didn’t stop
Beating, knowing that [ had to be strong.

You’ll still see me struggle but with the
Biggest smile in peace,
With the urge to be better and the

Hope that these thoughts would cease.

Kasmita Dutta
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Outdoor Sports Secretary Report

Juri Pegu

At the beginning, I would like to appreciate to all the individuals for being
a part of L.G.C. family.

Before going deep I would like to extend my kindest regards to the
respected principal, Vice-principal, Teaching staff and the office staff for all
your support and contribution for the growth of the college.

Educating yourself in a Girls’ college makes you more confident and
independent. Even if only female students are studying here, they never fail to
bring and fame to the college in any field. L.G.C. helps you to establish one's
name brands.

Me as a sports lover I was graped to contest for the past of outdoor sports
so that can keep the soul of sports alive to work closely with Dr. Kalidas
Brahma sir as my incharge. Words are powerless to express my gratitude to
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you. I thank you to from the bottom of my heart for never letting me down. My
gratitude to you for all you have done, which I will never forget.

During our tenancy L.G.C. family has adopted volleyball count with good
light poles so that the students willable to play both day and night.

L.G.C. family have introduced new games in college like -

(i) Volleyball
(i1) Football
(iii) Hand ball

Due to covid pandemic the tenture was not going according to our plan.
The activities during such situation but we tried our best.

Following all the covid protocols we had conducted Inter department
ompetition for 3 days, from 15 February to 18 February. Inter department com-
petition only growths events were included like -

(i) Kabadi
(i1) Cricket
(iii) Volleyball

Even though we were not able to operate all activities during our tenure,
we are satisfied with whatever we have done as “The art of being happy is to
be satisfied with what we have”.

Once again thanks to each and every member of the L.G.C family. We
could not have pulled this off without all your blessings and support.

Jayatu Lakhimpur Girls’ College

Jayatu Lakhimpur Girls’ college student union.
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List of Ex-Editors

Lakhimpur Girls' College Magazine

1982-1983
1983-1984
1984-1985
1985-1986
1986-1987
1987-1988
1988-1989
1989-1990
1990-1991
1991-1992
1992-1993
1993-1994
1994-1995
1995-1996
1996-1997
1997-1998
1998-1999
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
2010-2011
2011-2012
2012-2013
2013-2014
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
2017-2018
2018-2019
2019-2020
2020-2021
2021-2022

From 1982 to 2022

Ms. Ranjana Konwar
Ms. Bharati Hazarika
Ms. Swapna Saikia

Ms. Mayashri Goswami
Ms. Nandita Saikia

Ms. Seemarani Phukan
Ms. Surabhi Borah

Ms. Miju Hazarika

Ms. Purabi Saikia

Ms. Babyjyoti Baruah
Ms. Shakuntala Borpatra
Ms. Nanu Bharali

Ms. Dulumoni Gogoi
Ms. Sanjiva Boruah

Ms. Smita Hazarika

Ms. Sikharani Gogoi
Ms. Pallavi Phukan

Ms. Banti Mahanta

Ms. Jamini Boruah

Ms. Jipulina Gogoi

Ms. Hemalakhi Gogoi
Ms. Sunpahi Morang
Ms. Rijum Phukan

Ms. Dipsikha Duari

Ms. Rajashree Borah
Ms. Sangita Pawe

Ms. Deepashri Borpatra Gohain
(Not Published)

Ms. Priyanka Borgohain
(Not Published)

Ms. Junmoni Neog

Ms. Pankhi Bharali

Ms. Susmita Borah

Ms. Papori Gogoi

Ms. Nabanita Konch
Ms. Puja Bhuyan, Joyshree Pawe
Ms. Joyshree Phukan
Ms. Astha Handique
(Not Published)

Ms. Chimpi Dutta
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