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Preface

This book is a collection of papers on the theme Women’ Studies
a{fd Empowerment. It deils with conceptual and theoretical issues of the
discipline of Women’s Studies and connects it with different aspects of
Empowerment as an enabling process. Aspects such as health, education,
cconomic, political and societal are sought to be addressed through
th‘ls collection of select papers. The papers attempt to interlink theory
Tmh pr:actice in specific contexts like Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Beng?l
' pasticular and India in general. The papers deal with the women’®

question in Literature, Relipic Hic : e L
Community, L ligion, History, Polity, Economy, .

and HOWG.VB.I, in spite of our best efforts, there might be omissions
e CO;TIHMSSIOI'}S that might have remained in the publication- we
~racerely apologise for such inadvertent errors,

those Wianﬁépate'tha‘ this publication would be of much benefit t©
diSCiPliwnec:)fw e ?nd'ersmnd the perspectives and issues of the
~ Yomen’s Studies and the process of Empowerment

We are grateful to al] th
cc?ntnbutmns. We also exten,
wnth.out whose sincere--effo:
on time, .

¢ learned contributors for theirlvalu"ble
d our gratitude to the publisher Purt@?”
t this book would not have been possibl®

Dated: 26 August 2915 Prof. Alpana Borgobai
. ana 1
Prof. Jogen Chandra
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Eél ucational Status among Tribal Women: A
ase Study of Sonowal Kachari Women of
Lakhimpur District, Assam

Minakshi Baruah*

.
Eq ABSTRACT
an, “Ca;uon is the most powerful means of empowering women
sogaotecmg them from the violation of their human rights. It
famy) 0 transform, and even save the lives of women s.md thcgr
a':con: S and communities.It unlocks 2 women’s poter}t_ml and 1s
P“’Sen?amed l?y improvements in health and _nutrmon. The
Proble Paper is trying to find out the educaqonal level and
°now$5 facing among the SonowalKachari womed- he
Paper js ; are the 3 largest plain tribal groups of Assam. This
sch dased on the dara collected through personal jnterview

c ade ule method. For the study 385 women from Kadam
en sel and Gagaldubi Goan of Lakhimpur distact: Assam has
ected as sample for collecting data.

Kky ‘

Sono“g%gli; Tribal women, Educaton, Educationa
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® &l . dependence, Indian Government1s contl '
atio
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aft&”Zy SIC needs i.e, food, shelter, health and educ
®as of ind ’ - ling and un
ndependence, government 15 still strugghng

] Level,

nuously striving
n. But even
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¢ Tiry,
¢
tof J\nthr(} al . f Lyt lese Assam
pology, Lakhimpur Girls College,
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to enhance the living standard of its citizens. According to 2010
data from the United Nations Development Programme, approximately
29.8% of Indians live below the couhtry’s national poverty line. Or_“’
of the mostimportant basic needs that can change the complete scenario
is ‘Education’.

Education is necessary for social, political, economical
;psychological and legal empowerment of wornen, It is crucial to
empowering women and gitls to participate in economic, social and
political life of their societies. Education unlocks a woman’s potential,
and is accompanied by improvements in health, nutrition and well-
being of women and their families.

A tribal women occupies an important place in the socio-economic
field of her society but the formal education has very little impact on
them. Most tribes live in abject poverty. It is not easy for them to send
thelr gl child to schools. The formal schools do ot hold any special
interest for them.Severa tribal communities all over India have been
facing various problems, Among them, the tribal women are a majority.
Especially the tribal women are not kept away from the impact of
sociojeconom.ic changes affecting the society. In this process of change
the tribal women is forced (o adhere to certain norms which may event

: b, 2 large number of tribal women have
dropped the{r education at different Stages. But in order to empower
them, there js 5 great need of opportunities so as to enable them to

assume leadership qualities for socio-economic transformation.
order to develop their |

literacy rate is 74,049, The male literacy rate is
ll‘temc)’ rate is 65.46%, The literacy rate in Assam

ale literacy rage 77.85¢ ale literacy
rate is 66.27% (censu cy 15 /7.85% and the female

s of India, 2011).
Thf3 PresenF stgdy was carried out among the Sonowal Kacharis

is 72.19 %, with the m
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Over several districts of upper Assam like Dhemaji ,Lakhirlnpu'r,
Dibmgarh ,Tinsukia, at present the major bulk of the population is

. Concentrated in the district of Lakhimpur. The Sonowal Kacharis belong

. . is the main occupation of the
> the Mongoloid race. Agriculture ivators. So, their economy is
Sonowal Kacharis. They are mostly cultv fe ’d f the Sonowal
mainly based on agriculture. Rice is the staple oob oicaﬂ ® Sonows

charis. The Sonowal Kacharis ate Him-:lus- They areaizsfesu?val of the
Of ‘Mohapurushia Baisnav Dharma’. Bilu is the m

OnowalKachari.

Ob. .
lectives of the Study f Sonowal women.

i el o
L. To study the educational leve’ of “he villsges
2. To examine the facilities available 10 ion system for improving

3 To study the role of present educrai;lﬂl e
the quality of women education among

MethOdOI i and
o8y dv, both the primary
t study, hedule
Fo se of the present s : andards .
seconda-:)’t:;al::ziieen used. For the plrllm:efcyl dﬂfrtjugh rectinterview
15 been prepared, The data were also €© e;mks O el |
e sécondary data were'collected from

Arey of the study dy was carried out in‘ r“;q
The fieldwork for the present - YDistrict, under BOS‘na i
SonuwalKachgi villages of LakDImPY" geldobi, Both the villages
e"elwa - ‘1; %@d”"‘(“d’m snd (ila from Lakhimpus (oW
L. " .
e locared ob Blog kl_m and 10 km 1"ESP‘ECWM}'E. schools. Most of ;,he
n bo:;ted ab‘OUt s there ar€ Pﬁmaf}' a-ndtho-se schools. For the higher
gidls of l:hLhe ‘:fllagees have been studsing 1:;1 or Lakhtmpur
a . . :
Studies thzjrehavegto go to qlther Bogin® _

w
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Table 1: Age wise distributi
L stribution am
Lakhimpur District, Assam ong the Sonowal Kachari women of

%:%e Group Number of women Percentage |
05 30 779 % |
610 37 56 %
s 48 12.46 %

T 2 43 mq. 11.16 %

225 1T 61 g 1584 % |
230 % 4 amoc 1064 % |
B AT 7%
2630 PRy ST

R METENT; T36% |
51-55 o2 9% |
o158 10 13 5
e 11,4 3.86 e

L 7 %]
71 and above ?4 : 2:33 0/: —
1.03% |

are 1n the a
the wom . ge group 11-15
,omen that is 1.03% are in the age ;:u}'é:r'zlo ‘:jPeCﬁVd}’— ot

P 71 and the above.

Table 2 Distributi
ution of women accordin,
ording to educational status-1.

Educational s
tatus
T, N —
U°° young to go to school umber of women | Percentage
Clp to class TV 30 ¥ 7.79 %
ass V- VII 83 20 =73
Elass VIII-X 83 2141 < 2:; 0;:
S 9% o '
{ . 25.4 %
B.A/B.S¢/B.Com 21 .41 S O _
= B.Cc L 5.45 %
= igher Educaton 4 12 1.04 %
otal 3 % K |
385 1%;80//0
a
W —
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7.79°/Talf:i; 2 shows the .educational status of the Sonowal women.
numb9o ;3 total population are too young to go to school. The highest
o enrs of educated wormen are in the category of class VIII-X which

4% followed by primary and M.E which is equally 21.5%. The
Percentage of educated women in H.5. and graduation are 5.45“/; and

1.04% respectively. Educated women at higher education are only 0.78%

of the total women.

Table 3 Distribution of women according to educational status -11.

| Educational status Number of women | Percentage
_TE_O young to go to school 30 779% |
| Dliterate 63 16.36 %
| Literate 292 758 %
| Total 385 100 %

“Table 3 shows the educational status of the Sonowal women. It

shows that 16.36% of women are illirerate (63 no.)while75.8% are literate
{292 no.). 7.79% are too young to go to school (30 no}.
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT AMONG
THE WOMEN OF SONOWAL KACHARI-

d be revised.

1. Prevailing education system shoul
ducation, 4 healthy

2. For improvemicnt of women €
environment is needed.

3. Government as well as their
the problems. It can be predic
will be quite bright in upcoming days-

4. Government and civil societies should create aware
tribal people about the governmental programme

education among tribal womet.

CONCLUSION:

~ Sonowal Kachari women arel
 their education. but it has been ©

they are also faced some problems fr .
the study that most of the Sonowals are poOr: They have to face with

the great obstacles like economic condition, social artitude, lack of
owledge of the old age people etc- in the path of their development.

political

ncil should monitor

Autohomous Cou
f Sonowal women

ted the future ©

ness among the
g, needs of

n recent time very much interested
bserved that like other community
om their society. It is seen from
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But the modern education system helps the parents to realize and theyA:.
send their girl child to higher studies. As 2 result the literacy rate ofi*
female consideringly increasing than before.

This paper is based on the primary data collected from two|:
Sonowal villages of Lakhimpur districe, Assam which tries to highlighty
the educational status of Sonowal women. It is seen from the study|:
that though the educational attainment of female is not satisfactory, they:
literacy rate is consideringly increasing than before. The reason is that|-
modern education system and most of the parents aware of the
importance of education for building their children’s future life. :
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