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PREFACE |

_Human Rights is one of the most thought provoking discourses in
!_ndla In the recent years. Due to gradual dissemination of human
rights education and culture in the entire country many downtrodden
weakg(groups of people of society have been come out for protection
of their rnporn rights especially in northeastern states of India. Scholars
of thg region have highly dedicated thémselves to examine the various
politico-economic and social problems evoked in the region in the
context of human rights protection. For instance, serious attempts
have been noticed among the scholars to justify the relationships
between human rights and terrorism, human rights and indigehous
movements, human rights and gender equality, human rights and

human rights and culture biasness etc.

g Scholars are now reached in the consensus that the human rights
Iscourse though getg_more expedite in modern days yet it is as

of the world have acknow] . i |
: edged its withess ;
modern days is remained only ess. S0, the credit of the

. in making universal of the discourse.
Human rights generall

J refer to i .
bemg to ensure human dignity_ the essential conditions of human

The scholars have categorized the human rights under the banner
of three generations of rights in response to its evolution. The First
Generation of Rights represents the civil and political rights of the
individuals. These are known as negative rights as they prevent the
state machinery to interfere on them. These rights are namely- right
to individual liberty, freedom of speech, thought and faith, right to own
property etc. These are first generation rights because they had evolved
in 19" century in the western liberal nations. The Second Generation
of Rights concerns basically with the social, economic and cultural
rights of the people which were come into focus in the mid of 20"
century in the world. These are positive rights in the sense that they
seek state interference to ensure the rights. These are the right to
work, right to fixed hours of work, right to minimum equal wages, right
to form union etc. The Third Generation of Rights emerged in the later
parts of the 20" century as a response to the interdependent ness of
the world. These rights are generally collective in nature as they are
concerned with the rights of the groups and peoples highlighting mainly
the social structure of the third world countries of the globe. They
include the rights such as the right to self determination, right to

" development, right to protection of environment, right to preservation

and development of own eulture, right to sustainable development
and environment etc.

However, although the three generations of human rights are equal,
universal and interdependent and interrelated yet, in response to the
differences of way of livelihoed of the peoples their applications may
get preference over each other. For instance, individualism is the culture
of the western liberal countries. Therefore, they give precedence on
civil and palitical rights over others. Similarly in the context of north
east India, peoples are familiar with group belongingness rather than
free individualism. Therefore, collective rights get more importance
over first generation as well as over second generation of human rights.

North east India is a land of diversities. Lots of ethnic groups having
differences in terms of culture, language, beliefs and way of livelinood
have been living in the region since immemorial periods. Before colonial
invasion into the region, almost all these groups have had their own
lifestyles. They were independent and had been governed themselves
in accordance with their traditional rules. But the colonial rulers had
brought them under a unique political territory called India and thus it



has remained intact even after departure of the colonial rulers. In
the new political arrangement, the ethnic groups specially the tribal
ofnqrth eastIndia had to introduce themselves with many new systems
and ideas of India that have borrowed the nation from the west. The
concept of human rights is also a one among those which in many
cases can not represent all the problems of the ethnic groups of the
region. For that, like many other scholars, we blame to the inadequacy

of the existing capitalist and socialist models of analysis of the
discourse.

Thus, in this edited volume attempt has been made to examine
the related problems of human rights with a north eastern perspective.
Here most of the analysis is concentrated on human rights of the
down?ro_dden vulnerable as well as the unorganized groups who consist
of majority of the society but less powerful elements such as indigenous
groups, women, children, laborers etc. and so often have ignored
them by the elitist explanations of human rights discourse. -

_ Hopgfully this work will help to enrich the concept of human rights
with an indiscriminate outlook as well as to disseminate a genuine
human rights culture in the entire region of northeast India.

We are thankful to all the contributors for sending their arti
proper time which helped us in completion of this g?eSt ef?orrttrcvt?;ﬁlt
the_,stlpulat_ed period of time. The present exercise would have not
been possible without the positive responses of the contributors

towards our request by disseminatin i i i
. o g their thou hts, ideas and n
into writings as papers for the volume. ] £
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Honour Kiliing :

A menace to-Human Rights

H Nipon Panging
M Luhit Morang

INTRODUCTION:

An honour killing (also called a customary killing an honour
" murder) is the homicide of a member (typically female) of a
family or clan member by one or more fellow (mostly male)
family member, in which the perpetrators believe the victim to
have brought dishonour upon the family, clan or community.
Such killings or attempted killings result from the perception
that the defense of honour justifies killing a person whose
behaviour dishonours their own clan or family. Honour killings
are directed mostly against women and girls, but have been
extended to men. The perceived dishonour is normally the
result of the behaviours like- dressing in a manner
unacceptable to the family or community, wanting to terminate
or prevent an arranged marriage or desiring to marry by own
choice, especially if to a member of a social group deemed
inappropriate, engaging in heterosexual acts outside marriage
and engaging in homosexual acts. In India honour killing is
more prevalent where a member of lower class (wrt. Social
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Andhra Pradesh.

* 15" June, 2010 - Couple electrocuted to death in Delhj
as boy belonged to a different caste.

* 20" June, 2010 Inter-caste couple Monica and Kuldeep
murdered by her brother and cousins in Delhj.
* May 2008 : Pre

gnant girl and boy frieng killed by her father
in Haryana.
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the people has to change. And when one says that the mentaiity
has to change, one means to say that the parents should
accept their children's wishes regarding marriage as it is they
who have to lead a life with their life partners and it is their right
for being human. And the laws should be stricter to trackle
these kinds of killings as this is a crime and against human
rights because every human has the right to live, marry and
found a family. Besides, the khap or caste panchayats, who
play the major role in awarding honour killings, should be
banned. The All — India Democratic Women’s Association
(AIDWA) has presented to law minister M. Veerappa Moily a
comprehensive draft law that seeks to make private parties
culpable for violation of fundamental rights in crimes and
killings committed in the name of ‘honour’.

Conclusion : Honour killing is a shameful subject t.o the
world's largest democracy India. It is a slap to human rights.
The fight against such barbarian acts is mush necessary at

this present juncture when ‘Human Right' is a giobal issue. An®

environment needs to be created which is caste and gender
just. For this role of government, political parties, media, and
organization which are working at grass root level becomes
very important. Evils like honour killing must be stopped to
create a fearless, casteless and egalitarian society where
human rights could be enjoyed by all human beings.

Reference :

* Burk, Jason : The guardian - Tipple Murder in India Highlights
Increase in ‘Honour Killings’, 2010.

* Emery, James : Reputation is Everything : Honour Killing
Among the Palestinians, 2003,

* Chester, Phyllis : ‘Are Honour Killings Simply Domestic

\~__.—/102

Violent'
Middle East Quarterly XVI{2): 61-68.

* Talwar, Prakash : Human Rights.

* Newspapers and Journals.

* Internet Sources.

QOeeed




North east India is a land of diversities. Lots of ethnic groups having differ-

W ences in terms of culture, ianguage, beliefs and way of livelihcod have been
living in the region since immemorial periods. Before colonial invasion into the
region almost all these groups have had their own lifestyles. They were inde-
pendent and had been governed themselves in accordance with their tradi-
tional rules. But the colonial rulers had brought them under a unique political
territory called India and thus it has remained intact even after departure of
the colonial rulers. In the new political arrangement the ethnic groups spe-
cially the tribal of north east India had to introduce themselves with many new
systems and ideas of India that have borrowed the nation from the west. The
concept of human rights is also a one among those which in many cases can
not represent all the problems of the ethnic groups of the region. For that, like
many other scholars we also have blamed to the inadequacy of the existing
capitalist and socialist models of analysis of the discourse.

Thus, in this edited volume attempt has been made to examine the related
problems of human rights from north eastern perspective. Here most of the
analysis is concentrated on human rights of the downtrodden vulnerable as
well as the unorganized groups who consist of majority of the society but less
powerful elements such as indigenous groups, women, children, laborers etc.
and so often have ignored them by the elitist explanations of human rights
discourse.
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