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Preface

The book “Overview” is published to commemiorate the 40 Annu?l Confere‘nt?e
of North-East India History Association(NEleﬂm‘) held in Karmashree Hueswalt; S;lkllz:
College, Guwahati. Befitting to the academic spirit Pf the estt?emed conference ‘; e boo
is compiled with a collection of varied research articles on different sl'_iades a}? aspects
of history, culture, economy, religions, archaeplogy etc. by eminent 1st0r.1an~‘s,
academicians, researchers and scholars from India an_d abrogd. Il\Jortp-East Indl_a. Is
viewed ag anthropological museum of .the country enriched with its d]VChI:e ?thmcny,
language, literature, diasporas, migration, cross-border movement,_ arc z_aol og::’ etci
The book “Overview" is an attempt to showcase thege ever enchanting social-cultura
facets of this region. The study of Nr_thh-_Ea_st _lndla has avaays been of eno}n;n;ious
significance for the National life of India asitis like a land bnc!ge‘ between S'mllt -East
Asia and the rest of India. Besides, historically, ?\Iorth-East lnfha 15 a strategic location
for its proximity to India’s international borders with four countries- viz. Ch{na, Myanmar,
Bhutan and Bangladesh. Of India’s 4600 km long !and b(?undarles with th‘ese ft?ur
neighbouring countries North-Eastern states share ninety-eight per cent, while being
attached with the main land India only by two per cent land lock.

There was a time when the people living c.>utside the North-East often harboured
prejudices and sceptical views with re.gard‘ls to its Heople and cull'u.re. It was known‘ o
the people outside as a land of mountains, rivers, rains, floods, tea, _]ungl.e and terrorist.
Referring to the veiled existence of the North East, eminent Parllame'ntangn Hem .Bflrua
once observed, “North-East to most people is mentally a distant honz’or‘l like Bolivia or
Peru, less known and more fancied”. But, presently, North-East of India is no more terra
incognita. The situation has changed with more and more scholars, researchers,
academicians, public, tourist and social s¢ l?ntlStS showing keen interest in explonpg
the exquisite and unique nuances of the nf:h cultural tapestry of North East India,
Government of India has given special attentlm‘l towards the Nqnh-E§§t and setup The
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (Dc:_NER) with avision tq accelerate
the pace of socio-economic development of the Region so that it may enjoy growth
parity with the rest of the country.

The book “Overview” will surely open up new avenues for .ﬁ1rt.her .St.udy and
research on North-East India and will go a long way to incite constructive 1nqu151t1ver?ess
for the region in the minds of the disceming reade.rs. Here we have made every pos.51b[e
effort to maintain the high standard of its academic va.lues_. Any error and hiccups in the
publication is quite unintentional. We have maintained the authors’ style and
methodology in their respective papers.
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Here, I extend my he?rrfelt thanks and gratitude to the esteemed advisors, reviewers,
the members of the editorial board and the members of the college fraternity.

. Fipally, I'would like to thank Eastern Book House for their interest in our work and
getting it published.
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Religion and Social Status:
Neo-Vaishnavite movement and Women

Nipon Panging

in a society. It determines the status of an

individual on the basis of accordance of privileges in the rites and rituals®.
Likewise, privileges accorded of denied to women by religion in the medieval
Assam give a picture of their social status. The Brahmaputra valley, before the
advent of the Ahom, was inhabited by many tribes with their own codes and
conducts and own religious beliefs. The heterogeneous society consisting of
traditions of the early religious cults such as Saivism, Saktism, Tantrikism, Sun-
worship, Vaishnavism and different sects of Buddhism? , of this Saivism and
Saktism were the dominant cults®. Saktism was the worshipping of goddesses
KechaiKhati, Kamakhi or Kamalakhi and Jayanti or Jayanteswari® . Siva was
worshipped according to tribal and Brahmanic rites®. Tantrikism was open to all
irrespective of caste or sex with equal opportunity of worship®. Religion imposed
certain norms and conditions on women. Morality and chastity were associated
with women, Vaishnavism restricted the movement of women and advised to

cover their whole body. The Ahom brought their own religion and customs into
the valley . In the subsequent period, the Ahom embraced Hinduism and some
rulers came under the influence of Saktism and Vaishnavism as well. In the 15%

-16" century, Assam witnessed a socio-religious movement in the form of Neo-
Vaishnavite movement and it had influenced the socio-cultural aspect of the land.
It this paper, women’s participation in religious activities is discussed to ascertain

their role and status in the society .
pointed as dancers and courtesans in connectio

Religion plays an important part

Women were ap n with temple
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